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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

127498 

O 182120Z SEP 73 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5703 

SECRET SANTIAGO 4372 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: Cl, PFOR 

SUBJECT: RELATIONS WITH NEW CHILEAN GOVERNMENT 
REF: STATE 185004; SANTIAGO 4356, 4304 

1. I MET FOREIGN MINISTER HUERTA PRIVATELY AND INFORMALLY IN A 
PRIVATE HOME THIS AFTERNOON. HUERTA TOLD ME HE HAD RECEIVED 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM ADMIRAL MERINO TO ASK ME IF IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE FOR USG TO CONFIRM ESTABLISHMENT OF ONGOING DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE - AND HOPEFULLY DURING COURSE 

OF THE DAY TODAY. ADMIRAL HUERTA SAID HE HAD RECEIVED HIS 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM ADMIRAL MERINO BY TELEPHONE FROM VALPARAISO, 
AND ADMIRAL MERINO HAD NOT BEEN IN A POSITION TO GIVE HIM 
REASONS. ADMIRAL HUERTA ASKED ME IF I HAD RECEIVED HIS MESSAGE 
TO THIS EFFECT LAST NIGHT, AND I AFFIRMED THAT I HAD, AND HAD 
PASSED IT ON TO WASHINGTON. I WENT ON TO EXPLAIN, HOWEVER, 

THAT THERE WERE DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
WHICH MADE A VERY BRIEF DELAY HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN THE INTERESTS 
OF BOTH OUR COUNTRIES. I TOLD HUERTA THAT WE SHALL RESPOND 
AFFIRMATIVELY TO THE JUNTA'S NOTE, AND EXPECT TO DO SO WITHIN 
THE NEXT FEW DAYS. I ALSO ADVISED HIM OF OUR STRONGEST DESIRE 
TO COOPERATE CLOSELY AND ESTABLISH A FIRM BASIS FOR A CORDIAL 
AND MOST CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. AFTER SOME BACK AND FORTH, 
ADMIRAL HUERTA, WHO SAID HE WAS GOING DOWN TO VALPARAISO THIS 
EVENING IN ANY CASE, SAID HE WOULD EXPLAIN THE SITUATION TO 
ADMIRAL MERINO, FIND OUT ADMIRAL MERINO'S REASONS FOR HAVING 
MADE HIS URGENT REQUEST, AND GET BACK TO ME TOMORROW. 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 SANTIA 04372 182134Z 

2. HUERTA ADVISED ME THAT THE PAPAL NUNCIO HAS JUST INFORMED 
GOC IT IS RECOGNIZING, AND WILL SEND A NOTE TODAY. HUERTA 
ALSO MENTIONED WITH SOME PLEASURE THAT FRANCE HAD FORMALLY 
RESPONDED TO THE JUNTA'S NOTE. HE MENTIONED THE FOLLOWING 
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COUNTRIES AS RECOGNIZING (ABOVE AND BEYOND THE ONCE MENIONED 
IN SANTIAGO 4304): NICARAGUA, AUSTRIA, UGANDA, AND THE REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA. HUERTA ALSO MENTIONED THAT PERU HAD MADE SOME SORT 
OF DECLARATION IN LIMA INDICATING A CONTINUANCE OF RELATIONS. 

HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE THAT YUGOSLAVIA HAD REPORTEDLY ANNOUNCED 
ANYTHING IN BELGRADE. 

DAVIS 

SECRET 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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